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Being Successful in the Middle School Classroom 

Welcome Back to a New
School Year!

This is such a wonderful time 
of year!  With so many students 
returning to school, it can be easy 
to get swept up with the wave of 
learning and of discipline.  Like 
the New Year in January, Septem-
ber is an excellent time to set new 
goals, and create new habits.    
Imagine yourself in one year.  
Where will you be?  What will 
you be doing?  What will you 
have done?  Did you get the grade 
you wanted in your English class?  
What was that grade?  

Know what you want to have, 
be or do in one year.  With 
this knowledge, you can step 
backward in time toward the 
present to lay out the steps that 
you need to accomplish in order to 
achieve those goals.

This month’s issue of The Smart 
Connection is an interview with Jane 
Spies a Smart Tutor Referrals tutor 
and teacher with 6 years experience in 
middle school classrooms.

STR:  Can you define “success” in the 
middle school classroom?

Jane:  Well, what I immediately 
think of when I think of success in 
the middle school classroom is when 
students are prepared for class; they’re 
organized; they’re on time; they attend 
school regularly; they do their best, 
and they have a positive attitude.  Also 
surrounding themselves with supportive 
and positive friends will help lead to 
success.

STR:  How can students prepare 
themselves for class in fall?

Jane:  Be rested.  Have supplies ready.  
Read over the summer to work on 
vocabulary.  Review basic math facts.  

Ask questions at the school if you have 
any concerns.  If you’re new, go and 
check the school out before it starts.

Set goals for the year – think back about 
last year and look at what you want to 
improve.  If you struggled in Language 
Arts last year, then set the goal of 
working to improve that.

STR:  After classes have started, how 
can students get organized?

Jane:  The first thing is to make sure 
all of your supplies and materials are 
together before you start working.  Put 
everything in a binder.  If you have a 
Social Studies binder, put all of your 
Social Studies work in it.

Put the name and the date and the title    

on all your work so that you know in 
what order things go in your binder.  

Keep all of your notes and assignments 
for one subject in one area so you can 
find your homework and review for tests 
more easily.

Also fill out your agenda, planner or 
homework book regularly so that you 
know what to do for the next day or the 
next week.  This will help you to use 
time wisely.

STR:  Is it a good idea for students to 
have a separate binder for each subject?

Jane: That really depends on your 
teacher.  Some teachers will want things 
in duo-tangs, some teachers will want 
things in binders.  But if you use a 
binder, if you have more than one subject 
in there, use a divider – label things.

STR:  What tips can you offer for doing 
homework?

Jane:  Set a specific time of day each 
day to do homework – maybe after a 
snack or a break.  Some kids come home 
and they do homework right away after 
school.  That works for some people, but 
I know for myself, I like to have a break 
first.  

Ask questions and seek help if you don’t 
understand.  Teachers are often available 
if your parents can’t help you – ask your 
teacher.

If you’re away, make sure you get 
missed homework, notes or whatever 
you’re missing.

Prioritize homework – do the most 
difficult first.  Make sure homework gets 
done on time.  If something’s not due 
until Friday, and you’ve got something     

Study Series in How to Teach 
the Dyslexic

Teachers/tutors/parents who are 
interested in learning more about 
how to work with  dyslexic 
students may be interested in a 
study series beginning Sep. 27th.  
Jan Turner, local Victoria author 
and teacher trainer, has developed 
this informative series.  Jan has 
been writing and lecturing on the 
needs of dyslexic students for over 
15 years.  
Please phone for information: 
656-4503.
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Understanding your learning style is understanding how you like to learn and 
express yourself.  Knowing yourself as a learner, you can optimize your learning 
in the classroom and in life.
Smart Tutor Referrals uses an online Learning Styles Assessment tool devel-
oped by teachers and used by professionals for over 15 years.  One great thing 
that many students really appreciate about this assessment is that the results are 
available immediately and can be printed off or emailed to another person (like a 
teacher, tutor, or parent, for example).  The assessments are suitable for anyone 
over the age of 8 with an intermediate English level. 
This assessment tool provides feedback on your: disposition, modality, optimum 
study environment, talents, and interests.
The cost is $40.  Please contact us for more information.

 else due tomorrow, work on tomorrow’s 
homework first. 

STR:  How can middle school students 
study for tests most effectively?

Jane:  Study without distractions 
- somewhere where you won’t be 
interrupted or in a quiet place where 
you can’t hear the TV.  Some kids work 
better with a little bit of noise, but most 
kids need silence and no distractions.

Find out what is on the test.  Teachers 
will usually tell you, but if you’re not 
sure, go ask.  Find out what kind of 
test it is too – because if it’s a written 
answer test, you’ll probably have to do 
a lot more memorizing than for a true-
false or multiple choice test.

Write down your key terms.  Read over 
your notes.  Practice.  Memorize.

STR:  What can parents do to support 
their kids to success?

Be informed about what’s going on 
in school.  Ask your kids about their 
homework.  Ask them to show you their 
homework or their projects each night.  
Students at this level will usually have 
homework every night.

If necessary, help monitor homework 
that is to be done.  Check the planner. 

Talk to teachers about any concerns.  
Go into the classroom and check it out.  
Get the kids to show you their desk.  
This is the best way to stay informed.  

If a child is sick or away, pick up 
homework for them after talking to 
the teacher.  (Make sure that you give 
the teacher enough time to pull some 
work together for your child.)  Talk to 
the teacher if you know the student is 
going to be away – be proactive so that 
your child will know what is going on 
so they won’t get bombarded with work 
when they get back to school.  

Encourage them to keep a positive 
attitude when things get rough.

Find out where your kid is at.  Don’t 
wait until the report card comes.  Ask 
your child, sit down and talk with 
them.  Ask them how it’s going in 
school.  Other things may come up too 
when you listen, like bullying.  So it’s 
important to take the time to sit down 
with your kid to find out what’s going 
on in school.

STR:  What is the single most 
important thing that a student can do 
to be successful in the middle school 
classroom?

Jane:  Have a positive attitude.  You can 
problem-solve the rest of it.

Our Mission Is:
4To provide top quality, flexible 
learning support and service to 
students and parents of students 
through:

  Superior private tutoring 
  matched specifically to each 
  student’s needs and stimulating, 
  small group classes.

4To enhance students’ skills and 
increase their learning confidence 
through individualized support, 
recognizing each student’s unique 
abilities.

4To improve quality of life, 
in individuals and communities 
through education. 

Our tutors are certified teachers 
and professionals.  All of our 
tutors are carefully screened.

We will help you to reach your 
goals, no matter your level.  

For more information, and free 
study tips, visit us on-line at: 
www.SmartTutorReferrals.com


